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Nassau County Convention Minutes

106th Annual Convention

 June 14, 2025
CALL TO ORDER – County Commander Kerry Englander at 0900 hours SERGEANT-AT-ARMS closed the doors to the convention hall 
INVOCATION- rendered by Eric Spinner
POW/MIA EMPTY CHAIR CEREMONY- Commander Kerry Englander
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS placed the POW/MIA flag on the chair
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIACE – Commander Kerry Englander
PREAMBLE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
entire assembly
ENTRANCE OF DISTINGUISHED GUESTS escorted by Sgt-at-Arms Steve McManus PCC
WELCOME -County Commander Kerry Englander
WELCOME- Massapequa Post Commander John Nolan
INTRODUCTION OF DISTINGUISHED GUESTS
· PATRICK RYDER-Nassau County Police Commissioner
ORDER OF BUSINESS
LAW AND ORDER AWARDS- Dawn Samuel, Co-chairperso
*Nassau County Police Commissioner Patrick Ryder- Plaque of Appreciation

*Nassau County Committee of the American Legion Law & Order & 1st Responder Award for 911 Dispatch- Donna L Hood (Victor Murtha Post)

*Nassau County Committee of the American Legion Law & Order & 1st Responder Award for Emergency Medical Technician- Aaron Abrahamsen (Hugh C. Newman III Memorial Post)

*Nassau County Committee of the American Legion Law & Order & 1st Responder Award for Police Officer- Nassau County Police Officers: Nicholas Russo, Evan Hinphy, Brian Mehlmen (5th Precinct- Elmont Post)

*Nassau County Committee of the American Legion Law & Order & 1st Responder Award for Firefighter- Seaford Fire Department Ladder Company 683- Sal Ancona, George V. Kern, Steve Sander, Pietro Bizzaro, Richard Freidel & Engine Company 682- Silvio Bellissmo, Paul Lochner, Ed Hahhnefeld, Mark Elliot, Kris Luciano (Edwin Welch Jr Post)
*Nassau County Committee of the American Legion Law & Order & 1st Responder Award for Corrections- Dominic Gubelli (not present) (Manhasset)

*Nassau County Committee of the American Legion Law & Order & 1st Responder recognized the posts that participated in the Law & Order Program this Legion Year 2024-2025
Edwin Welch Jr Post 1132 
Elmont Post 1033 

Eugene S. Smith Post 175
Hugh C. Newman III Memorial Post 449
Levittown Post 1711

Malverne Post 44
Rockville Centre Post 303
Victor Murtha Post 972
William Bradford Turner Post 265
Manhasset Post 304

Nassau County Committee of the American Legion Law & Order & 1st Responder Award for Outstanding Post- Manhasset Post 304
COMMANDER Kerry Englander- declared the 106th annual convention of the  Nassau County Committee of the American Legion, Department of New York, regularly convened.
CONVENTION CALL- read by County Adjutant Dawn Samuel (see attach #4)
CONVENTION RULES- read by County Judge Advocate PDVC Harry Ransom
Motion to accept Convention and 2nd- motion passed
CONVENTION ARRANGEMENTS- County Convention Chair, PDistC Frank Colon
ROLL CALL- read by County Adjutant Dawn Samuel

1st Division Posts-9 present

2nd Division Posts- 8 present

3rd Division Posts- 4 present

Past County Commanders- 11 Present

(See attachment 2a-b)
APPOINTMENT OF TELLER
- County Commander Kerry Englander 
Past County Commander Pasquale Alesia 

Past Department Vice Commander Harry Ransom
Past County Commander Joseph Scarola
ROLL CALL – County Adjutant Dawn Samuel called roll and Membership Chair, Gregory Faling gave total membership as of convention bell and total voting strength. (see attach #3a-f)
NOMINATIONS OF OFFICERS – COUNTY COMMANDER- nominations for County Commander- County Commander Kerry Englander went through the entire roll for nominations.
County Commander Kerry Englander asked 3X’s if there are any nominations from the floor for County Commander, hearing none, Dawn Samuel was nominated unanimously.

 COUNTY VICE COMMANDER - COMMANDER OF THE 1st DIVISION- County Adjutant Dawn Samuel called on Baldwin Post who yielded to Edwin Welch Jr post to read the nomination letter from Edwin Welch Jr Post Commander in support of David VanderWerf.

County Adjutant Dawn Samuel proceeded to go through the roll, and at the seventh post, a motion was made because there were at least 7 posts to 2nd the nomination, so nominations for Vice Commander 1st Division were closed.  
COUNTY VICE COMMANDER - COMMANDER OF THE 2nd DIVISION- County Adjutant Dawn Samuel called on Baldwin Post who yielded to Levittown post to read the nomination letter from Levittown Post Commander in support of Michael Capillo.

County Adjutant Dawn Samuel proceeded to go through the roll, and at the seventh post, a motion was made because there were at least 7 posts to 2nd the nomination, so nominations for Vice Commander 2nd Division were closed.  
COUNTY VICE COMMANDER - COMMANDER OF THE 3rd DIVISION- County Adjutant Dawn Samuel called on Baldwin Post who yielded to Charles Wagner post to read the nomination letter from Charles Wagner Post Commander in support of Mary Norris.

County Adjutant Dawn Samuel proceeded to go through the roll, and at the seventh post, a motion was made because there were at least 7 posts to 2nd the nomination, so nominations for Vice Commander 3rd Division were closed.  
COUNTY ADJUTANT- County Adjutant Dawn Samuel called on Baldwin Post who yielded to Hugh C. Newman III post to read the nomination letter from Hugh C. Newman III Post Commander in support of Arthur Pirozzi.

County Adjutant Dawn Samuel proceeded to go through the roll, and at the seventh post, a motion was made because there were at least 7 posts to 2nd the nomination, so nominations for County Adjutant were closed.  
COUNTY TREASURER- County Adjutant Dawn Samuel called on Baldwin Post who yielded to Charles Wagner post to read the nomination letter from Charles Wagner Post Commander Gregory Faling in support of Anthony Paternostro.

County Adjutant Dawn Samuel proceeded to go through the roll, and at the seventh post, a motion was made because there were at least 7 posts to 2nd the nomination, so nominations for Treasurer were closed.  
COUNTY COMMANDER- nominations for any other position in the American Legion other than county staff
Frank Colon Jr- nomination for Department Vice Commander

John Hassett- nomination for 10th District Commander

Joseph Brunner- nomination for 10th District treasurer
(Nomination letters were read for each one and they all received a nomination and 2nd nomination)
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS

LEGIONNAIRE OF THE YEAR- Legionnaire of the Year chairperson Pat Alesia presented the award to Charles Robluski of Edwin Welch Jr Post 1132
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

DELEGATES TO DEPARTMENT & NATIONAL CONVENTIONS- Harry Ransom, PDVC (see attach #7a-c)
FINANCE-Robert Guarneri, PCC
CONSTITUTION & BYLAWs- John Hassett PCC
MEMBERSHIP- Greg Faling
RESOLUTIONS- Steve McManus, PCC (attach #5a-c)
COUNTY COMMANDERS' REPORT- County Commander Kerry Englander (attach # 6)
STANDING RESOLUTIONS- Steve McManus, PCC
ELECTION OF OFFICERS – COUNTY COMMANDER
Roll of complete post delegation was called and announced their choice for County Commander. 
Dawn Samuel was voted unanimously for the position of County Commander for the Legion Year of 2025-2026

**A visit by the New York Naval Cadet Corps came in to perform for the legionnaires in honor of “Miss Samuel being elected to the position of County Commander”
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
MOTION
Since there weas no competition in any other county position, Frank Colon PDC made a motion that the adjutant cast 1 vote for the delegation strength of the convention.
DAVID VANDER WERF Country Vice Commander, Commander 1st Division 

MICHAEL CAPILLO- Country Vice Commander, Commander 2nd  Division MARY T. NORRIS- Country Vice Commander, Commander 3rd  Division ARTHUR PIROZZI- County Adjutant
ANTHONY PATERNOSTRO- County Treasurer
Adjutant Dawn Samuel cast one vote for:
DAVID VANDER WERF Country Vice Commander, Commander 1st Division 

MICHAEL CAPILLO- Country Vice Commander, Commander 2nd  Division MARY T. NORRIS- Country Vice Commander, Commander 3rd  Division ARTHUR PIROZZI- County Adjutant
ANTHONY PATERNOSTRO- County Treasurer

DISMISSAL OF THE TELLERS – County Commander Kerry Englander
County Commander Kerry Englander introduced the newly elected County Commander and she made announcements, and introduced her staff one at a time.
GOOD OF THE LEGION- County Commander Kerry Englander
Attire for county installation for staff:
· Blue Blazer, white shirt, black bowtie, white pants/skirt, white shoes, white socks, legion cap.

Attire for Department Convention sessions:
· Business casual (dress pants/slacks and legion shirt), legion cap
· Blue blazer, grey pants, legion tie, legion cap (if going on stage) 
If attending the Department convention as a delegate or alternate, you must attend all three (3) sessions and must check in with Past County Adjutant Dawn Samuel, upon arriving at the session. 
A reminder about the time and place for the County Installation Massapequa Post 1066, June 14TH, Time: 1800 hours.
CLOSING- County Commander Kerry Englander
BENEDICTION- Eric Spinner, County Chaplain
 Sgt at Arms recovered the POW/MIA flag
COUNTY COMMANDER- closed the meeting at 1208 hours
